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OM Scott – Marysville Worker Exposure Reconstruction
11/19/09 Status Update Teleconference:  Final Minutes


Present:  


EPA:  
B. Benson, D. Berry


Volpe:  A. Castelli


UC:  
T. Hilbert, G. LeMasters, J. Lockey, C. Rice


Minutes:


Final minutes from 10/15/09 teleconference were distributed via email on 10/23/09.


Status of Task 1:  


Quantitative material from the Libby trial has been identified and double entered into the database. The two data sets have been compared and differences reconciled.  This includes data fields as well as open field responses.  The data set is now being meticulously scanned for duplicate entries (Note: the removal of all duplicate entries was completed by 11/30/09.)

Status of Action Items:


B. Benson reported that the Libby trial transcripts contained no definitive start date of Libby vermiculite at the Marysville facility.  The earliest date from shipping invoices was 1967.  He will document the sources that were searched for invoices.  There was discussion regarding alternative ways to determine start date as well as how the analysis could accommodate a potential lack of conclusive information on start date (e.g., if a firm start date cannot be established, analyses could be conducted with two start dates).  

J. Lockey reported that UC had spoken with S. Moolgavkar regarding the material he presented at the Grace trial.  Moolgavkar successfully reproduced the UC X-ray analysis from UC data.  His criticisms of the study included a potential underestimation of exposures, the statistical methods used, and findings that may not agree with Sullivan and McDonald publications.  T. Hilbert will send the slides to B. Benson and A. Castelli.


C. Rice continues the review of qualitative DOJ-approved material, sorting relevant items into categories for usage in creating the JEM.


It was agreed that the issues raised by B. Benson on his 10/23 memo regarding exposure reconstruction will be best addressed at a later date.


T. Hilbert followed up with Memorial Hospital regarding UC storing X-rays.  The hospital is likely to release the films to UC and also proposed UC gaining release for any other films from our cohort.  This will be pursued in 2010 under the ATSDR funded follow-up study.


The deliverables schedule was updated to reflect the inclusion of a sub-contractor and the iterative review process for the RfC development agreed to by UC and the EPA.  


EPA questions/comments:

UC stated it will begin the process of acquiring a sub-contractor to assist with the RfC development.  It was agreed that this individual should be in place by 3/31/10.  Per UC request, B. Benson will generate a list of potential consultants that UC will evaluate in addition to their own nominations; UC will then make the final selection of sub-contractor.  

Volpe comments:  


A.Castelli inquired about whether UC had plans to request extra labor hours.  UC responded that they did not plan to at this time.


Next meeting scheduled for 1/14/09 10:30 am EST





